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Sj. Manmatha Ray is one of those authors who
have fortunately their own monopolised styles. He can
always beat a new tract. e can give a new colouring
to an old picture and infusc new life into it. Asoke has
satisfied most sanguine expectations. Asoke 15 much
more an ordinary dramatic production. Asoke has come
to stay with us.—Advance.

Though the story of the drama is as old as ncar about
two thosand years, the skilful dealing of the dramatist
has endowed it with an epic grandeur. The drama in this
respect can well be called as representing the strife and
struggle of the age in which we live and so appeals to
our heart all the morc readily.—Amrita Bazar Patrika,

We commend to all lovers of histrionic art tu make
it a point to visit this play from the pen of Mr.
Manriatha Ray.—Forward,
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“KITANA” from the penof Manmatha Ray, is puthaps
Jod’s answer to the theatre-owner’s prayer for a play
hat will please ali classes of audicnces without ciliing
orth the best in the artistes. And thab is where the
Iramatist truimphs bver the players as a whole,
Mlaymatha Ray needs no introduction to the Bengali

hcatre-goers and “KHANA” {furnishes an excellent
xample of this noted author’s rave knack of turning



[ s ]

legends of yore into engrossing plays to the liking o
modern audiences. Ray wields a facile pen and is a past
master in giving such twists to a story that go a long
way in creating dramatic situations and climaxes, Iy
“KHANA”both these qualities have admirablycombine(d
o cffect popular entertainment,with a capital ‘P? and ‘f’

* * * *

The life-story of Khana has taken the form
legends in many part of this country. She is known to
posterity as one of the greatest astrological geniuses
that ever lived in the world. But her life-story contains
a universal appeal, inasmuch as, shc being heiress to
a throne, embraced poverty for the love she bore to he
hugband who however did not hesitate to trifle with
that love. The author has closed the play with Khana’
supreme sacrifice with her life at the altar of this divin
love. Much of the play however is occupied witl
incidents in the life of Baraha, one of the nine luminarie
in King Bikramaditya's world-famous Court, as hc wa
the prime cause of all that happened in the drama. Th
author has blended the different episodes in an admit
able manner, and the result has been the creation of
strong story-interest that never lets the attention of th
audience flag till the very final curtain.

—THESPIS
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VIDYUTPARNA

“Amrita Bazar patrika. Sunday—gih. Sept. 1938,

Mr. Manmatha Roy, who with his remarkablc
literary gift has won his way to the fore-front of the
dramatists of the day has given us this new play which
was originally published in that much famed collection

playlets by the writer, termed “Ilkankika”, and an
enthusiastic  appreciation of which, in  the literary
circle, inspired its publication in an carly issuc of
“Bharatbarsha” in the year, 1344. To suit thealtered
atomsphere of the stage on its restricted lines on the
vecasion of its performance by “C. AP the playlet
umderwent  varied changes to come to the present form.
The huge success enjoyed by the play, as played by that
respected band of artists, “C. A. P.,” wounld be some
thing of a superfluity to mention here.

Coming to the work itsell. “VIDYUTPARNA”
would be esteemed by many keen lovers of drama
as  having  brought a whiff of fresh  breeze in
BengaPls jaded arena of dramas. This onceact gen,
complete in four compactly knitted out scenes, is a
pleasant revelation of further devclopments of Mr. Roy’s
gitt of the dramatic pen, calling forth the best in him.

With his enchanting story-weaving knack, one find:
it immensely pleasurable to be deeply engrossed in the
destiny of the ‘Devadasi,’

“VIDYUTPARNA?, the thrilling recounting ol the
romantic throbs of her lifc and of the divine mission she
was called upon to fulfil in the climatic deal. The main
thread of the story is perfectly well preserved, linking on
to it the engaging by-plays with censummate craltsman-
ship.  The writer’s deep insight into and understanding
of human characters and his grasp of the art of creating
and then ably tackling dramatic situations all imbucd
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with the tquch of his literary distinction, all go to make
his work ingeniously bright. “VIDYUTPARNA, isq
legend of yore ‘which while thoroughly ingratiating in its
foldings of legendary grandeur, is not bereft of a shrewd
touch of modernism. The characters from his pen have
just that artful hue of over-colour whiclh makes them
memorable. The dialogue is penetratingly live to let
the rcader share as it were the thrill of the actual
contact with the characters. The note of humour is
well inscribed.

This lively intelligent, refreshing drama should find
many readers of taste...---- Price As-12.

RAJNATI
Hindustan Standard. Mar.13, 1938, Cal Edition.

At a time when modern Bengali literaturc was really
in need of a good dramatist, Sj. Manmatha Ray appear-
ed in_ this spherc with his keen insight into human
nature and his extraordinary talent in creating a tnily
dramatic situation in his characters.

In his book RAJNATI Sj. Roy has oncc again
exhibited his originality in this art. To those who
complain of a dearth of suitable Bengali dramas for
amateurs we arc glad to recommend this book with this
hope that it will be received with the same kind of
appreciation as it was the casc in Calcutta when it was
staged by the C. A. P.

The ideology behind the book is purely Indian.

We would like also to mention about the well-com-
posed songs and its nice get-up.---Price As. 12.
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